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We are Jonestown
Jonestown is a neighborhood of beginnings, firsts, and 
discoveries.  Here layers of history are told through 
landmark buildings, inside simple storefronts, and on 
stone paved streets.  These layers converge to tell a story 
not only of our city, but also of our country.  It is a story 
of striking figures and humble people, remarkable 
events and stirring narratives, majestic landmarks and 
unassuming buildings, the movement of people and 
people building movements.  



We are Jonestown
Founded three years after Baltimore Town, 
Jonestown would evolve as a place where those 
seeking to make their way in a booming city would 
get their start.  The home of a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence sat side by side where 
immigrants lived in modest houses and worshipped 
in churches and synagogues.



We are Jonestown
It is Jonestown where a woman business owner sewed 
the flag that would fly over Fort McHenry and inspire 
our National Anthem.
 
It is Jonestown where what was for a time our country’s 
tallest building still stands sentinel as a lofty landmark.
 
It is Jonestown where early Quaker settlers established a 
free school that continues serving the community to this 
day. 



We are Jonestown
It is Jonestown where the early seeds of the Civil War were 
planted in a complex series of events that would grow into 
a divide that pit neighbor against neighbor.  
 
It is Jonestown where immigrants built a thriving center of 
commerce and culture that would be a centerpiece of the 
Jewish community for over a century.
 
It is Jonestown where a failed experiment to provide 
housing bound together African Americans mere blocks 
from docks where their ancestors were sold as slaves.



We are Jonestown
It is Jonestown where people from all walks of life still 
live, worship, work, eat, and play. It is this place where 
those from Ireland, Germany, Lithuania, Italy, and 
Africa found their home.  It is this place where we give 
conscious care for those without advantage or privilege.  
It is this place where the history of Baltimore unfurls 
into the history of America.
 

We invite you to explore Baltimore’s first neighborhood: 
Jonestown, where proudly we hail.
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Star Spangled Banner Flag House

Lloyd Street Synagogue

Old Town Friends’ Meeting House

Shot Tower

B’Nai Israel Synagogue

McKim Free School

Carroll Mansion

St. Vincent
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